
           

  

  

  

SUMMER 2013 



2 
 

Mariana Bornholdt:  A Woman of Compassion 

(by Christine Anderson) 

Mariana was a member of Capital Calligraphers for many years.  

She and Jessie traded off the duties of treasurer for quite a while.  

While an active member of this guild, she did many other things as 

a compassionate human being.   

Her son, Jack Pestaner, sent me her obituary and many pictures 

taken throughout her life.  As he noted, she was a teacher and a 

student all of her life.  She graduated from the University of 

California Berkley in 1945.  After that she studied and received 

Masters Degrees, long after her initial graduation.  Mariana 

worked for the Peace Corps in Ghana and she taught there, too.  

Those of us who knew her remember her trekking off to teach in 

China for a year.  It was her dream to go back and watch her 

young students graduate.   

Here in Oregon, she was an advocate for seniors and represented many senior organizations in the 

legislature.   As her son said in her obituary, “She will be remembered by many as a selfless volunteer 

who brought structure and energy to many causes.”  Those also included environmental issues and 

issues of social justice.   

Mariana had many interests:  playing the recorder (in early years), calligraphy, water color painting, 

swimming, tai chi, family history documentation, poetry, and bird watching.  She was also a whale 

watching expert and spent many a spring break weekend at the coast with her “props” to explain to 

people how large whales can be.  It was always a treat to have her stay at our home.  She was always 

busy and was a Teacher’s Aid in the Santa Fe Public Schools until just before her death.   

Those of us who remember her will remember her as soft spoken, wise, witty, organized, and a very 

caring person.   Mariana was born 3/18/1924 and died peacefully 3/23/2013.  

 

 

Cover photos,clockwise from top left:  Stan Kerzel’s second place winning piece at the 2012 Oregon State 

Fair; Lyn Graybeal’s third-place winning piece at the 2012 Oregon State Fair; Laura Drager’s first place 

winning piece at the 2012 Oregon State Fair; Sandi Cormier and Barbara Taylor write names at Expert 

Day at Salem Public Library; prismacolor alphabet sampler from Shelly Minnis at our February meeting; 

and Penny White’s piece at the Oregon State Fair.    
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Presidents’ 

Prologue 

Programs & Hospitality 

As we write our lovely spring seems to be turning into summer … but I am sure there will be a few weather 
surprises to come in the next month or two.  
 
It looks as though we will have our usual busy calligraphic summer. During May we can enjoy the Valley 
Calligraphy Guild's show at Mt. Angel, and then in July we will be exhibiting our work at Art Department – the 
theme of the show is “American Made” so get to work. Pieces need to be delivered to the store by 1st July. 
They will be hung fairly high above the desk and register, so make sure that the writing is large enough to be 
easily visible from a distance. 
 
In July we will participate as usual at the Art Fair, and we'd like to have as many volunteers as possible. If you 
are a beginning calligrapher and a little hesitant to demonstrate you will find that this is a big boost to your 
confidence: don't worry – people love having their names written in big colorful script and you know more about 
calligraphy than most of them, so take the plunge and enjoy your shift. And we need people to hand out 
information and keep a record of names to be written so you can always participate and be valuable to the 
guild without actually writing. 
 
In August we will enjoy a weekend of name writing at Silverton Art Fair which is a very enjoyable show, so look 
forward to participating there. And towards the end of the month – if all goes well – we will be showing our work 
and writing names at the State Fair, so do think about pieces of work you would like to enter. Last year was a 
disappointment, but Trish Hibler is working very hard to get things back on track. 
 
And last, but certainly not least, in October we will be traveling to Harrisburg to attend the All Oregon 
Calligraphy Conference which is being put on by the Valley Calligraphy Guild this year. The guest speaker is 
Linda Schneider and registration forms will be coming in June. 
 
Enjoy a wonderful summer - Laura and Penny 

 

June 6 
Experimenting with Walnut Ink by Laura Drager 
and Sandi Cormier 
 
Refreshments: Sylvia Giberti and Stephanie Page 
Raffle Item:  Walnut Ink Magic tools 
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Learning Calligraphy 

(by Christine Anderson) 

How many of us remember our first calligraphy class?  I do!   1980, Montgomery, Alabama.  Black ink, white 

paper, Osmiroid pen.  I’m sorry to say that I do not remember my instructor’s name.  One class in italic 

handwriting took weeks and weeks of practice.  Was it easy?  No!  Did I know what a 45 degree angle was?  Yes, 

because I liked math.   

I wasn’t working at the time, and I made time to practice daily.  I had my practice pads for years so that I could 

show my students at school how much I had to practice to get good.  Imagine taking my practice pad to class 

and showing the instructor all of the pages of the letter “a” I had done, and hear her say, “It’s all wrong.”  But, 

that was a part of learning the art and craft of calligraphy.  She showed me what was wrong and I corrected it.  I 

also needed to slow down.   

One important thing to learn is you don’t have to squeeze the pen.  It isn’t going anywhere and it will make you 

tired of writing faster.  (My dad taught me that I didn’t have to white-knuckle the steering wheel while driving 

the car because the steering wheel wasn’t going anywhere.)  Sometimes it is just better to play with the tool 

first: straight lines, curves, thick lines and thin lines.  Guide the pen gently, at just the right speed, and the 

letters will come.  Check out our friend (may she rest in peace) Mariana.   Looks like she practiced a lot with a 

new hand.  Don’t give up! 
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News and Events 

  
Birthdays 

June 
6/11 Lori Festa 
6/20 Gretchen Schaleger 
6/20 Glenva Watkins 
6/28 Laura Drager 
6/29 Stan Kerzel 

 
July 
7/26 Don Mortensen 

 

August 
7/11 Laurie Naemura 
7/12 Sylvia Giberti 
7/14 Penny White 
7/17 Patty Sackinger 

 Portland Society for Calligraphy Workshops 

 

June 8-9 

Flat brush calligraphy with Christine 

Colasurdo 

 

August 10 

Tune-up italic calligraphy with Carol 

DuBosch 

 

September 14-15 

Painted papers with Peggy Skycraft 

Capital Calligraphers workshop:  

Layer upon Layer with Heidi Stolp 

June 14, 2013 

9:30 AM – 4:30 PM 

Capital Manor Community Hall 

$35 – Members, $45 – non Members. 

 

Join us for a day of exciting experiments and 

innovative background fun!  Visit the guild web site 

for a registration form. 

Plan ahead for our July and November shows! 

We are planning shows at the Art Department in 

July and at the Salem library in November, so 

start planning those pieces now!   

Save the Date – 2013 Salem Art Fair 

We have applied to write names again this year 

at the Salem Art Fair.  This year’s Art Fair will be 

July 19-21st – save the date! 

Help make this year’s Oregon Art Annual a success!! 

 

A group of interested people have been meeting 

throughout the winter in Salem to revive the All 

Oregon Art Annual at the Oregon State Fair this 

summer.  The All Oregon Art Annual will have 

divisions for art and calligraphy similar to what it has 

had in the past.  There will be NO pre-entry required 

this year.  Artwork will be delivered in August for 

jurying and hanging except the professional art which 

will be pre-juried before delivery like what's been 

done in previous years.  The group is really hoping 

that past supporters will step up and enter as well as 

volunteer to help out for a shift during the Fair.   

 

Please contact Trish Hibler if you’d like more info now 

or if you’d like to help with the planning! 

AOCC 2013 

 

The Valley Calligraphy Guild presents AOCC 

2013, with Linda Schneider as the guest speaker.  

Linda Schneider will also present a workshop at 

Lane Community College on October 20. 

 

This year’s AOCC will be at River Bend Resort in 

Harrisburg, Oregon.  River Bend Resort will give 

a 10% discount to the RV Park and Motel to all 

participants at the convention center. 
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CHANGES PROPOSED TO CAPITAL CALLIGRAPHERS BY-LAWS 

Please review the following proposed changes to the Capital Calligraphers by-laws.  We will discuss and 

vote on these proposed changes at the June Capital Calligraphers meeting.  If you have any questions 

prior to the meeting regarding these proposed changes, please contact Penny White or Laura Drager. 

Article III: Membership 

B.  Annual dues shall be required for membership.  Dues will be collected in September., New members’ 

dues shall be prorated. or during the year when new members join.  

Article IV:  Officers 

E.  Duties of the Officers: 

2. VICE PRESIDENT 

e. Be responsible for the telephone tree.      

3.  RECORDING SECRETARY 

e. Write a précis of meetings for publication in the newsletter.     

4.  CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

a. Pick up mail on a (weekly) bi-monthly basis; read, sort, and forward to the appropriate persons. 

Article V.  COMMITTEES 

C.  Duties of the Chairpersons: 

4.  ART FAIR:  With the help of two assistants, coordinate the CAPITAL CALLIGRAPHERS booth for sales 

and demonstrations at the annual Salem Art Fair held in July. 

5.  NEWSLETTER:  Oversee the composition, printing publication, and distribution of three four 

newsletters per year. 

Article IX.  FUNDS 

D.  No unbudgeted funds exceeding $25.00 $50.00 shall be disbursed except by the authorization of the 

Executive Board or those present at a Board or General Meeting. 

Article X.  POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

A.  A workshop policy shall be established by the Board of Directors and published in the roster. 

available upon request. 

B.  The workshop shall be cancelled if the current workshop budget does not cover the cost of 

presenting the workshop and the Board decides not to underwrite the additional cost. 
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Remembering Geri Bornstedt 

Longtime Capital Calligraphers member Geri Bornstedt passed away on March 30.  Her obituary 

appeared in the Statesman-Journal on April 7, 2013.  Laura Drager, who shared photos of Geri and an 

example of Geri’s work for this article, says, “Geri Bornstedt was a dear friend to many of us.  She always 

had a smile on her face and a kind word for all she met.  Friends and family were gifted with address 

labels, bookmarks, and framed art she created.  She was especially talented in drawing and added her 

special touch to her work.  I will most miss her sweet, generous, loving presence in my life.” 

 

 

  

 

Left: a piece created by Geri.  Above: Geri and 

Patty Sackinger catch up at a conference. Below: 

Geri and Laura Drager. 
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Note: this article reprinted with permission from Carrie Imai.  Thanks to Diane Hutt for sharing it! 
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About Capital Calligraphers 
Capital Calligraphers' mission is to promote the study, teaching, and practice of calligraphy and related 

arts.  We welcome anyone interested in calligraphy to attend our meetings and join the guild. 

Officers 
Laura Drager and Penny White, Co-Presidents 
Jessie McCandlish, Treasurer 
Sylvia Giberti, Library Services 
Maryellen Barker, Hospitality 
Sandi Cormier & Chris Anderson, Programs & 
Workshops 

 

Barbara Taylor, Vice President 
Katy Bayless, Recording Secretary 
Carol Baumann, Membership 
Doug Hutt, Webmaster 
Stephanie Page, Newsletter/Corresponding Secretary 
Carol Tresidder, Historian 

 

Contact us 
Capital Calligraphers, PO Box 2294, Salem, OR 97308-2294 

www.capitalcalligraphers.org 
capitalcalligraphers@yahoo.com 

For membership information, contact Carol Baumann, 2265 Timothy Drive NW, Salem, OR 97304 

 


